








TEACHING RELIGION TO THE 
SCHOOL CHILDREN 


“The menace of the world is the 27,000,000 boys 
and girls of America spiritually illiterate. ’’ 


In urging upon people the dreadful consequences which 
must ensue from our Godless Schools, I find almost every 
one agreeing with me, but the difficulties in the way of a 
remedy seem to have been allowed to cut unduly the 
-sinews of effort. 


A very usual answer to my appeal is, “It is impossible: 
remember the Catholics and Jews.” I am the last person 
to approve cheating a Catholic or a Jew out of his taxes, 
but is not my method a fair one? It is, that every scholar 
on entering shall bring the parents’ order in what religion 
» it shall be taught, Catholic, Jew, or Protestant. And for 
_ each of them, the General Courts of the parents’ church 
» shall decide the mode of instruction, including the selection 
~» of teachers: not the parents, nor their local church, but 
their highest religious authorities; the Government to 
dictate only that a specified amount of time be appropri- 
ated to religious lessons; these to be graded, credited, 
examined, and paid for, like other lessons. 


The expense sounds greater than it really would have 
~ to be. A member of a first-rate Board of Education ex- 
| plained, “O no; while a class in religion is going on, a 
*» class in geography cannot go on with those scholars; a 
large part of the expenditure would simply be shifted from 
other subjects.” And teachers might be employed for 
certain hours only. An automobile or trolley would enable 
one fine teacher of religion to serve in several places. 
And the radio might provide an excellent solution. 

Notice that I am not even touching upon mere Bible 
reading at opening exercises.—A man, resenting objection 
made to that reading, jeered, “As if such a little bit could 
hurt anybody!” Nor can it much help anybody, say I. 


i Very many Americans assume that education is, in 
itself, a building up of all the virtues, but you see that 


it is not. It is indeed a vast help to goodness where there — 
is any goodness to help, but it is equally a help to a gun- 
man. 

The learned in these lines of thought strangely often | 
assent to my protest in the identically same words: “Yes, 
an education without religion is an education into athe- 
ism.” And the plainest mind must see that it is, in effect, — 
an education into crime. How can a scholar think during 
all the vigorous thinking time of his forming years, upon 
every sort of subject except duty, sin, responsibility, salva- 
tion, eternity, (“God not in all his thoughts’), and yet 
come out from that long habit with the horror of wicked- 


ness and the sense of the necessity of doing right which aM 
have to be ingrained in a man to strengthen him efficiently _ 
against downfall? You expect too much of him: why not 
forge a note or grab a pocketbook when your young wife- — 


is suffering, if your conscience has not been trained to ~ 
stay on top, but rather indeed to keep out of observation? — 
The “scientific proof” arrived at by the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation’s investigation must surely shake the nation: that 
only definitely religious teaching makes upright lives. 


The testimony of a leading worker for the rescue of A 


women, seems to me convincingly terrible: one of his — 
Reports says, “I am asked if the girls who have gone to | 
ruin’”—in such amazing thousands—“were immoral above — 


other girls before this awful thing took place. No, they — 


did not strike me so; they were unmoral.”’ What multi- — 
tudes of poor unmoral girls and boys pour out from our 
in most ways so magnificent schools. 


A resident for many years among the Indians was tell- 
ing us of their hardships; instancing long separations 


from their children, sent to Government Schools because _ 


of the pinch of poverty:—“And they come back,” she 
muttered, “worse than the heathen who have stayed at © 
home.” 


We are familiar with the indignant complaint of the 
police, that the children of immigrants are less law-abiding 
than the fathers and mothers. Yet peculiar care has been | 
taken to give them American schooling. 


The indictment could go on and on; the newspapers _ 


are full of tragedies which we might have averted. And 


think how wide-reaching this slightly-thought-of evil is!: 3 


far out in lonely huts the damage is felt. 





The startling threat, “a menace’, Moody, too, utters: 
“An educated rogue is a menace.’ To us the glorious 
chance is given to fashion educated men and women some- 
what grounded against becoming rogues and toward be- 
coming conscientious citizens. 


The eager aim clearly is, “Teach our children the things 
that will help them to get on in the world.” An excellent 
object; but one is wise not to be blind to the fact that 
good principles are a powerful agency for “getting on in 
the world”. 


And while a child in school is being made better, other 
children, its future environment, are being made better 
too. Benjamin Kidd’s verdict is very enlightening: ‘The 
reason why the Christian nations are greater than others, 
is, that, poor as their Christianity is, they are a little 
kinder; a man in misfortune is not always trampled down, 
but often lifted up.” 


It is by no means uncommon in my experience, for an 
intelligent, earnest person, when one laments this danger- 
ousness of our great school influence, to say, “I never 
thought of that.” 


Perhaps the reason of the ignoring of so vital a matter 
is, that Christian parents fail to observe the appalling 
lack, because their children learn religion at home. The 
unchristian are, naturally, not awake to its value; but let 
them remember the “crime wave’ and the horrible 
strength of the mob spirit. 


Nevértheless, now is a favorable time to press this 
crusade, Christians no longer, for the most part, exult - 
that their Schools are godless——““No Church and State 
for me!” On the contrary, many plans for changing the 
condition of things are springing up. 

These plans, prevailingly, rely upon securing weekday 
religious teaching from the churches. Splendid steps 
upward ; but are they the best to strive for? Few churches 
could furnish teachers since most church people, like other 
people, must earn their living, and have not time, strength, 
or preparation, for exacting extra labor, and most pastors 
are already burdened with more than they can accomplish ; 
often they have two or three parishes; each with a school. 
Also, there is some fear expressed, as it is, that scholars 
are over-driven; so it is doubtful whether they would 
stand outside study, and whether it could be at all well 
done, 


Especially, moreover, schemes calling, as chureh-teach-/— ~ 
ing must, for “the parents’ request’, do not reach those = 
children who are most in peril. 3 

A very grave retort by those who think that things 
should remain as they are, is, “Home is the place for®™ 
teaching religion.” So it 1s, the place, but school is a- 
place, ant iS ihe one over which you voters have control. 7 
The homes you,cannot shape; but you absolutely make © 
the schools. 

The most serious obstacle to this reform is, that some ~ 
citizens are opposed to all religion. Still, in talking with © 
well-informed men, I have been surprised how little they 
made of that opposition. Many scoffers and even infidels 
seem rather glad to have their children taught religion: 
maybe they feel (even though only subconsciously), 
“After all, it will be a lightning-rod if those ridiculous | 
notions should by any possibility turn out to be true— © 
And it is harmless.” a 

Our town had a mass-meeting after McKinley’s assas- _ 
sination, to consider how to stop the progress of anarchy. | 
Notably fine speakers had been provided; but a listener © 
felt continually, ““What mere talking’, “No tangible ad- © 
vice’, just “Inspire patriotism”, “Inspire patriotism”; till | 
finally, Grover Cleveland said a few sentences, closing f he 
with this: “It is useless to try to teach people to respect | 
the laws of the land unless you first teach them to respect 
the laws of God.” 

“The business requireth haste”; for generation upon 7 
generation of teachers and parents, products of these 7 ~ 
schools, are coming into power, imbued with disregard | 
of the need of religion. f 

There is plenty that you can do: talk, argue, persuade, ©” 
rouse people, electioneer with individuals and with your — ~ 
State. 





—Margaret Miller. 


The substance of parts of this paper appeared in the New | 
York Evening Post of May 27, 1924. 
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